
MHF 4U  Class Notes 

Mr. Kempe  Unit 3, Lesson 15 

Amplitude and Period 
 

Example:  Graph xy sin=  and xy sin2=  on the same set of axes. (A vertical stretch!) 

 

 
 

 

Definition:  The amplitude of a sinusoidal function is half the “height” of the curve. 

 

The amplitude of ( ) xaxf sin=  or ( ) xaxf cos=  is a  (the magnitude of a). 

 

 

 

Example:  Graph xy cos=  and xy 2cos=  on the same set of axes. (Horizontal squish!) 

 

 
 

 

Definition:  The period of a sinusoidal function is the distance between repetitions. 

 

The period of ( ) bxxf sin=  or ( ) bxxf cos=  is 
b

360
. 

 

 

Homework:  pg. 31 #1, 2, 3, 8, 11 
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